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! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club  

! Website:  www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights

 On Tuesday, January 8th, the Wright Flyers held the 
monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM 
by President Scott Leiferman. There were 8 members 
present including three club officers.

 The secretary read the minutes of the December 
meeting. These minutes had omitted the officer 
installation that occurred at the December meeting. 
The 2007 officers, President Scott Leiferman, vise-
president Wayne VanDenBoom, Secretary Leo Davids, 
Treasurer Perry Dziuk, and safety officer Garth 
Landefeld all were willing to serve another term. Since 
no one had come forward to run for an office in the 
club, the existing officers were installed by acclamation 
for another year at the December meeting. 

 There was no treasurer’s report. 

 For old business Scott Leiferman made the motion 
that we extend an offer to host a MARCEE meeting at 
our club field next summer if they are interested.  
There was consensus supporting Scott’s motion, so 
when MARCEE does solicit offers we will offer the 
invitation to them.  

 On Saturday, January 5th, John Kossieck reported 
that five of our club members assembled at the club 
field in Montissippi Park to fly. The road had been 
plowed so that it was not any problem getting to the 
parking lot. No one was aware of a club member 
doing the plowing so possibly the County Park 
Department had it done.

 The group discussed what is currently known 
about the AMA Park Pilot Program. Scott Leiferman 

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 8th, 2008. 

It will be held in Room 30 of  the 
Monticello Middle School.

supported the idea that we could let someone with that 
class of AMA membership join our club and fly their 
sub-2lb. electric aircraft at our field. Based on the 
activity this program brings to AMA, we will have to 
see if we should amend our club bylaws to 
accommodate this class of  AMA membership. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 PM.

Coming Events
 TCRC Auction - Twin Cities RC Club is holding 
their annual auction on Saturday, February 9th, from 7 
AM to 5 PM at the St. Peter’s Church in Richfield. This 
link to their web site will give further info about the 
rules, location and advanced registration.
http://www.tcrconline.com/pages/auction.htm

 Metrodome Flying - Marcee has gotten a number 
of days in February to fly electric R/C at the HHH 
Metrodome. The dates are February 4th, 5th,  8th and the 
11th from 6 AM to 2 PM each day.  Must have a current 
AMA to fly and it costs $10 for non-Marcee members 
and $5 if you have a current Marcee membership. 
Check the website at WWW.MARCEE.org for parking 
directions and flying rules. 

http://WWW.MARCEE.org
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.tcrconline.com/pages/auction.htm
http://www.tcrconline.com/pages/auction.htm
http://WWW.MARCEE.org
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January Meeting Show and Tell

 John Kossieck brought in a flight simulator he had 
installed on his laptop computer. Based on research 
John had done, he decided his Christmas present 
should be one of the lesser known simulators with 
international origins. The simulator was developed by 
some British R/C champions and available at retail in 
Europe and Australia. So far it is not sold in the 
United States but John was able to order it directly 
from Phoenix R/C in Great Britain. Their web site is 
www.phoenix-sim.com

 The simulator does not come with a controller but 
will use most R/C transmitters which have a trainer 
cord connection. The simulator comes standard with a 
connection for a JR radio to USB port on the 
computer. John had one of his “retired” JR 
transmitters set up for the airplanes and helicopters 
that come in the simulator. He demonstrated a nitro 
powered de Havilland Beaver flying on floats off the 
water, a Zaggi electric powered flying wing and a 
Raptor 50 nitro helicopter. Although John’s control 
rates felt a little strong for most of us, the aircraft 
handled realistically and the graphics looked great. 

 John said there were capabilities to customize the 
aircraft and download many more than came with the 
original simulator. Updates are also downloadable 
from the Phoenix web site. The simulator includes 15 
sport style internal combustion helicopters, 10 scale 
internal combustion helicopters, 11 electric powered 
helicopters and 3 trainer helicopters. In the fixed wing 
aircraft category, it has 10 electric models, 13 
performance models (turbine and IC engines), 7 scale 
models and three trainers. There are 10 models which 
fly off  water and 3 pure gliders.

 The simulator allows selection of 17 different 

flying sites both in and out-of-doors. The price at the 
current exchange rate is about $170 for the simulator 
and about $10 for the connector for a non-JR radio to 
their USB cord (except $18 for Futaba square). They 
show about $10 shipping to the USA but a 17.5% tax 
that is not really explained. 

 On the internet, RC Groups simulator topics has a 
thread on the Phoenix simulator that is over a year 
long and nearly 1200 posts so far. It appears to cover 
many of the features and post from many satisfied 
users. 

Winter Flying Activity
 An informal flying date at the Montissippi field for 
January 5th was set by Wayne VanDenBoom to many 
of the WFRC members. Your secretary got the word 
by phone but was still recovering from a cold so didn’t 
attend. There were, however, quite a few who did 
including John Kossieck, Gary Dahleim, Garth 
Landefeld, Wayne VanDenBoom and Dave Nims. The 
entrance road was plowed so that access was no 
problem until you got to the parking lot. The field was 
in good winter shape and Garth was trying to take 
credit for how few dandelions could be seen on the 
field. Other than John “lawn-darting” one of his little 
electric planes there was lots of trouble-free flying. If 
there were any photos of the activity, they have not 
been released for publication to date!

 Not to be left out, the next day, Leo Davids shook 
his cold enough to venture out onto the vast expanses 
of Lake Mitchell which adjoins his home for some 
nice flights with his Twin Star electric. Conditions were 
virtually perfect on the lake as could be confirmed by 
the sudden onslaught of ice fishing enthusiasts.  The 
Coast Guard marked Twin Star with its mythical home 

http://www.phoenix-sim.com
http://www.phoenix-sim.com
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base of Kodiak Alaska looked right at home in the 
elements of snow and blue sky this fine day presented. 
Only a Russian IL-2 Stormovik in winter camouflage 
would look more at home in this winter setting. But 
where would you ever find one of  those?

WFRC Membership Report
 Coming up on AMA Charter time, we have 15 
WFRC members renewed for 2008 of the 35 members 
we carried in 2007. Email from AMA headquarters has 
the charter packages being sent out the last week of 
January but  may not be received before this newsletter 
goes out to our members. If you have been remiss 
about renewing your AMA, we will be giving you a 
reminder based on the roster AMA includes in the 
Charter package as soon as it in our hands. 

Tips and Trick
(from Feb 2008 AMA Newsletter)

Good Cleaner 
 Here is a concoction I came up with. In an empty 
spray bottle, add a tablespoon of dish washing 
detergent, then fill the bottle halfway with regular 
rubbing alcohol, and top off with hot water. I have 
found this to work really well for cleaning the oil off 
of the wings and fuselage after a days worth of flying. 
Strong cleaner but will not hurt the covering or take 
the colors off. 

New Life To Old Wire Landing Gear     
 Did you ever have a problem where your wire 
landing gear seems to get weaker and weaker? A 
possible solution is to remove the gear from the 
airframe and remove all the hardware from the gear 
wire (i.e. the wheels, collars, pants, etc). Preheat your 
kitchen oven to 450°F. Place the wire on a cookie 
sheet in the oven for one hour. Turn off the oven and 
toss the wire into cold water to cool it off quickly. 
What you have just done is to re-temper the music 
wire and you should have put new life into that old 
gear. Note that soldered joints should not be harmed 
as solder doesn’t melt until about 700°F. 
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2008 Club Officers
........... ..............Pres Scott Leiferman 763-682-2707

............. ....VP Wayne Van Den Boom 763-428-2360
... ....................Treasurer Perry Dzuik 763-477-6865
... ......................Secretary Leo Davids 763-263-3577
.. .............Safety Off Garth Landefeld 763-497-5828

... .....................News Ed Jean Davids 763-263-3577

If you have news or ideas for articles you 

would like to see, you can email me at 

jedavids@charter.net Or call me at 

763-263-3577.  Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

Mixing Epoxy 
 When mixing epoxy use an old coffee can lid, after 
the epoxy hardens just flex the lid and the epoxy will 
pop off. 

For New Pilots  
 Here’s a flying tip for new pilots: Something to pay 
attention to when learning to fly is control reversal. 
Control reversal is when the inputs on the transmitter 
sticks must be reversed when your airplane is flying 
toward you, rather than away from you. When flying 
away from you, there is no problem; just move the 
stick in the direction you want to turn. Many new 
pilots become disoriented when their airplane is 
approaching them. To help with this, move the stick in 
toward the low wingtip. This will level the wing when 
your airplane is coming toward you, avoiding a sharp 

bank and possibly a crash. Example: Say your 
airplane is coming toward you, and the right wingtip 
is low, as if banked to the right. Move the stick to 
your left, toward the low wingtip. This will bring the 
airplane’s right wingtip up, and level the wing. I also 
recommend getting Real Flight G2  if you do not 
have it. Practice on that before you fly an airplane or 
helicopter for the first time or if you have been away 
for an extended period of time. It will save you 
money and heartaches in the future. 

—All tips and tricks from Jim’s RC.com 
(http://jimsrc.com/tips.html)

http://jimsrc.com/tips.html
mailto:jedavids@charter.net
mailto:jedavids@charter.net
http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc
http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc
http://jimsrc.com/tips.html

